CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. An automotive storage and playback device for detachably coupling to an 
automobile comprising: \ 

a wireless transceiver to receive compressed digital content automatically from a 
computer system via a wireless local area nerovork based on user defined preferences 
input into the computer system, the wireless transceiver communicably coupled to the 
wireless local area network when the wireless transceiver is a predetermined distance 
from a wireless local area network access point! and 

a decoder and converter to decompress aid convert the digital content to be sent 
to and played on an output device in the automobile. 

2. The automotive storage and playback device of claim 1 wherein the wireless 
transceiver receives the digital content automatically when the wireless transceiver is 
located a predetermined distance from the wireless local area network access point. 

3. The automotive storage and playback device ot claim 1 wherein the wireless 
transceiver receives the digital content periodically at times designated according to the 
user defined preferences input into the computer system. \ 

1 1 wherein the wireless 
tive storage and playback 
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4. The automotive storage and playback device of cla 
transceiver receives the digital content is received at the autoi 
device in response to a user action. 
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5. The automotive storage and playback device of claim 1 further comprising a 
storage and datalink unit coupled with the wireless transceiver, the storage and datalink to 
receive the digital content from the wirelessWansceiver and convert the digital content 
into at least one of binary data and instructions. 

6. The automotive storage and playbackidevice of claim 5 further comprising a 
head unit coupled to the storage and data link unit via at least one cable. 

7. The automotive storage and playback devjce of claim 6 wherein the head unit 
comprises: 

a stereo sound processor; 

an audio mixer coupled with the stereo sound processor; 
a pre-amplifier coupled with the audio mixer; 
an amplifier coupled with the pre-amplifier; 
a tuner coupled to an antennae attached to the autoiijobile; and 
a user interface. 



8. The automotive storage and playback device of clailp 7 wherein the head unit 
further comprises: 

a compact disc drive coupled with the stereo sound processor; and 
an audiocassette drive coupled with the stereo sound processor. 
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9. The automotive storage and playback device of claim 1 wherein the digital 
content includes at least one of a nni^ic file, a text file, an image file, a video file, and an 
interactive multimedia file. 

10. The automotive storage anp playback device of claim 5 wherein the storage 
and datalink unit includes a battery. 

1 1. The automotive storage and playback device of claim 5 wherein the storage 
and datalink unit includes a temperature-pased control system 

12. The automotive storage and playback device of claim 5 wherein the storage 
and datalink unit includes a vibration dampening system 

13. The automotive storage and playback device of claim 12 wherein the 
vibration dampening system includes two elastomeric suspension caps. 



14. An apparatus comprising: 

a computer system communicably coupled to the wireless local area network, the 
computer system automatically obtaining, storing, and sending digital content via a 
wireless local area network access point to an automotive storage and playback device 



when the automotive storage and playback device is within a predetermined distance 
from the wireless local area network access point, tl e computer system obtaining the 
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digital content from a wide area network pased on user defined preferences input into the 
computer system. 

15. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein the computer system sends the digital 
content automatically when the automotive storage and playback device is located a 
predetermined distance from the wireless local area network access point. 

16. The system of claim 14 wherein the computer system sends the digital 
content periodically at times designated according to the user defined preferences input 
into the computer system. 

17. The system of claim 14 wherein the computer system sends the digital 
content in response to a user action. 

18. The system of claim 14 wherein the computer system comprises: 
a system control application to manage and control the transfer of the digital 

content; and 

a user interface. 

19. A system for transferring digital content to an automobile comprising: 
an automotive storage and playback device for detachably coupling to the 

automobile, the automotive storage and playbaclrdevice including a wireless transceiver 
to automatically receive compressed digital content via a wireless local area network, the 
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automotive storage and playback devk e coupled to an output device in the automobile 
that is capable of playing the digital content; and 

a computer system communicably coupled to the wireless local area network, the 
computer system automatically obtaining, storing, and sending the digital content via a 
wireless local area network access point to the automotive storage and playback device 
when the automotive storage and playback device is within a predetermined distance 
from the wireless local area network accessWint, the computer system obtaining the 
digital content from a wide area network bas^d on user defined preferences input into the 
computer system 



20. The system of claim 19 wherein the automotive storage and playback device 
receives the digital content automatically when the automotive storage and playback 
device is located a predetermined distance from th$ wireless local area network access 
point. 



21. The system of claim 19 wherein the automotive storage and playback device 
receives the digital content periodically at times designated according to the user defined 
preferences input into the computer system 

22. The system of claim 19 wherein the automat ive storage and playback device 
receives the digital content in response to a user action. 



23. The system of claim 19 wherein the computer system comprises: 
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a system control application to manage and control the transfer of the digital 
content; and 

a user interface. 

24. The system of claim 19 further comprising a storage and datalink unit 
coupled with the wireless transceiver to\receive the digital content from the wireless 
transceiver and convert the digital content into at least one of binary data and 
instructions. 

25. The system of claim 24 further comprising a head unit coupled to the storage 
and data link unit via at least one cable. 

26. The system of claim 25 wherein the^iead unit comprises: 
a stereo sound processor; 

an audio mixer coupled with the stereo soiind processor; 
a pre-amplifier coupled with the audio mixfer; 
an amplifier coupled with the pre-amplifieri 
a tuner coupled to an antennae attached to tljp automobile; and 
a user interface. 



27. The system of claim 26 wherein the headlunit further comprises: 
a compact disc drive coupled with the stereo sfound processor; and 
an audiocassette drive coupled with the stereo sound processor. 
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28. The system of claim 19 wherein the digital content includes at least one of a 
music file, a text file, an image file, a video file, and an interactive multimedia file. 

29. The system of claim 19 wherein the wide area network is Internet. 

30. The system of claim 24 wherein the storage and datalink unit includes a 
battery. \ 

3 1 . The system of claim 24 wherein the storage and datalink unit includes a 
temperature-based control system. \ 

32. The system of claim 24 wherein the storage and datalink unit includes a 
vibration dampening system. \ 

33. The system of claim 32 wherein the vibration dampening system includes two 
elastomeric suspension caps. \ 

34. A method of transferring digital content to an automotive storage and 
playback device capable of being detachably coupledvto an automobile comprising: 

communicably coupling the automotive storage and playback device to a local 
area network when the automotive storage and playback device is within a predetermined 
distance from a wireless local area network access point;\and 
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receiving digital content from a remote computer system via the wireless local 
area network access point based on user Refined preferences input in the computer 
system. 

35. The method of claim 34 wherein receiving digital content includes receiving 
the digital content automatically when the automotive storage and playback device is 
within the predetermined distance from the wireless local area network access point. 

36. The method of claim 34 wherein receiving digital content includes receiving 
the digital content periodically at times designated according to the user defined 
preferences input into the computer system 

37. The method of claim 34 wherein receiving digital content includes receiving 
the digital content in response to a user action. 

38. The method of claim 34 further comprising decompressing and converting 
the digital content into at least one of binary data and instrucMons. 

39. The method of claim 38 further comprising transfeljring the converted content 
to an output device in the automobile. 



40. The method of claim 39 further comprising playing the\converted content on 
the output device. 
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41. The method of claim 34 whereinme digital content includes at least one of a 
music file, a text file, an image file, a video filA and an interactive multimedia file. 
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